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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 2686 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, US, KS 

SUBJECT: BLUE HOUSE BUGGING: REPORTED STATEMENTS BY FORMER AMBASSADOR 
PORTER 

1 . MOFA AMERICAN AFFAIRS BUREAU DIRECTOR PAK SANG-YONG RAISED 
WITH POL COUNS LATE AFTERNOON APRIL 3, AP DESPATCH APPEARING IN 
AFTERNOON EDITION APRIL 3 OF SEOUL SHINMUN (NO OTHER AFTERNOON 
APPER CARRIED THIS STORY ACCORDING TO PAK). STORY STATES THAT 
AMBASSADOR PORTER ON PROGRAM TO BE AIRED MONDAY EVENING, APRIL 
3, IN THE U.S. WILL STATE THAT, PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL IN SEOUL IN 

1967, BUGGING OF BLUE HOUSE HAD TAKEN PLACE. HE REPORTEDLY GOES 
ON TO STATE THAT HE TOOK STEPS UPON ARRIVAL TO SEE THIS DISCONTINUED 
AND DOUBTS THAT, IN ANY EVENT, BUGGING HAD BEEN VERY EFFECTIVE. 

2. PAK SAID THAT IN DECEMBER 1976 UNDERSECRETARY HABIB HAD 
OFFICIALLY DENIED ANY U.S. BUGGING OF THE BLUE HOUSE AND 
REQUESTED POL COUNS VIEWS ON PORTER STATEMENT. POL COUNS 
RESPONDED THAT U.S. POSITION REGARDING BUGGING REMAINED 
UNCHANGED FROM THAT PROVIDED BY UNDERSECRETARY. HE UNDERTOOK, 
HOWEVER, TO QUERY WASHINGTON REGARDING REPORTED STATEMENT 

BY AMBASSADOR PORTER. 

3. IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING POL COUNS RETURN FROM MEETING WITH PAK, 

FORMIN CALLED CHARGE TO EXPRESS HIS SERIOUS CONCERN OVER THE AP 
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REPORT AND TO REQUEST THAT THE CHARGE COME TO HIS OFFICE 
FOR A MEETING ON THE SUBJECT AT 1030 TOMORROW, APRIL 4. THE 
FORMIN EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT AT THE APRIL 3 NOON BRIEFING THE 
DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN COULD REAFFIRM THE EARLIER U.S. DENIAL OF 
ANY BLUEHOUSE BUGGING OR COULD, AT A MINIMUM, DISAVOW 
AMBASSADOR PORTER'S STATEMENTS. 
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4. ACTION REQUESTED: FORMIN WAS VERY UPSET BY THIS NEW BUGGING 
CHARGE. REQUEST GUIDANCE FOR MEETING WITH FORMIN, INCLUDING 
TREATMENT OF MATTER AT NOON BRIEFING, AND FOR RESPONSE TO 
QUESTIONS THAT WILL RESULT FROM THIS AP REPORT. 

STERN 
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